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Politics in art

Sega Khrushdev, s of the lae Soviet pre-
mier Nikita Khrushdev, will speak @ OBets
versus Rliticians:Culture After StalinO
Tuesdg at the Wiversity of Tulsa.

Please go to A-25
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Buck up,
children of
the night

typical contemporary
A Halloween scene is a child
peeking around a parent as
| peek around the front door.

Sometimes all you can hear in
the neighborhood on Halloween
night is crying.

Didn't children used to be just
a little bit braver?

Time was, a child would say:
aTrick or treat.?

Anymore, the child ducks his or
her head and holds out a sack
and shakes it.

As | told one child last year,
there's no need to be shy, you're
wearing a mask!

The parent didn't appreciate
that comment and shined a
flashlight on me.

The flashlight is the No. 1 piece
of Halloween equipment.

Halloween is coming, time to
stock up on batteries.

It can look like a laser show
out there, like noon.

Sometimes the children even
carry their own flashlights.

The shiningWho can blame
parents for being cautious?

Even though | have been in the
neighborhood a number of years
and don't make a practice of
handing out homemade sweets, |
don't fault a father or a mother
for coming up the sidewalk with a
high-beam miner's light in one
hand and a long-neck flashlight in
the other.

| seem to come under the most
scrutiny from parents who drive
in from other neighborhoods.

The year before last, a woman |
had never seen shined a bright
light into my living room and
dining room, almost as though
casing the joint.

Occasionally you find yourself
going to the door while shielding
your eyes from a beacon.

Children arriving from other
neighborhoods frequently travel in
large groups and are sometimes
tethered together.

Ghostbusters:Here's a typical
Halloween exchange.

Me: Hi. What are you going as?

Child: Mumble, mumble.

Me: What?

Parent with flashlight: He's
Casper.

Other parent with a spotlight:
The ghost.

Me: Oh. So you're a ghost.

Child: No I'm not.

Me: What are you then?

Child: Cries.

Lights bound toward the upset
child.

Child's play:Older children
have begun to make the
Halloween rounds.

It's why you sometimes see
flashlights shining inside-out at
certain houses.

Sixteen-year-old girls weighing
98 pounds B something tells me
it's the exercise and not the
chocolate they're after.

Sixteen-year-old boys don't
particularly enjoy being asked
what they're going as.

No matter the age, it is now
possible to enjoy a trip down
Halloween Lane without speaking.

Jay Cronley 581-8362
jay.cronley@tulsaworld.com

By P.J. lassek
World Staff Writer

Taxpayers could be left with the
$7.5 million tab if the city chooses to
take liability for a defaulted loan to

With Great Plains Airlines gone under, whether the
city accepts liability for a defaulted loan stays in the air. a think voters need to know that if

the now-defunct Great Plains Airlines.
aThere is this strong move to con-

vince the council that there is a moral

obligation,® said City Councilor Chris
Medlock, a mayoral candidate who is
against the city joining a pending law-

suit over the financing of the bank-
rupt airline.

we pick up this tab it is coming out
of our general fund, which means
from police, fire and basic services,®
Medlock said.

But Mayor Bill LaFortune said a de-
cision must be made that looks out
for the long-term interest of residents.

Mayor: Tulsa pays either way

LaFortune said taxpayers are going to
pay one way or another B the city can
either enter into a settlement to resolve
the situation or risk the financial reper-
cussions of a bankrupt airport, a de-
stroyed relationship with a leading cor-

porate entity in the area,

and a

reputation that a commitment from the
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Sign of encouragement
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KIPP Principal Millard House 1l finds an old newspaper clipping mentioning his wife in the debris of the former Woods Elementary School. If Tulsa district
patrons approve a Nov. 8 bond issue, Woods would be renovated to be the new home of KIPP Tulsa College Preparatory.

Old school assessed for new

By ANDREAEGER

World Staff Writer

For Millard House IlI, a tour of

the old Woods Elementary School

is a step back in time as well as
one into the future.

The principal of the recently
opened KIPP Tulsa College Prepa-
ratory fondly remembers attending
class in the building when it
housed overflow classes from the
adjacent Booker T. Washington
High School.

He also sees the possibility of a
new, permanent home for his latest
educational endeavor, which is tem-
porarily sharing space with two oth-
er school programs at Lindsey
Learning Academy.

Tulsa
Fublic
schools

2005 Bond iS&u

The total renovation of the
Woods building for KIPP Tulsa is
part of the $162.2 million bond pro-
posal that Tulsa voters will consider
Nov. 8.

The project would cost an esti-
mated $1.7 million, and House and
other Tulsa Public Schools officials
hope voters agree that it's neces-
sary.

Woods Elementary School, 1661
E. Virgin St., opened in 1965 and
closed in 1988. The building was
then used as a classroom annex for
Washington High School until it got
a new home in 2003.

KIPP Tulsa opened in August
with only fifth-graders. It is part of
a network of schools in the San
Francisco-based Knowledge Is Pow-
er Program and is operated as a
contract school through a partner-
ship with the district.

Before Woods can become a new
home for KIPP Tulsa, major repairs
and extensive cleaning would be
necessary, said Bob LaBass, the ex-
ecutive director of bond projects for
the school district.

Evidence of Washington's long-

time use of Woods remains in the
form of old high school posters on
the walls, bulletin boards adorned
in orange and black, and a 2Hor-
nets® awning in the cafeteria, which
had been converted into a snack
bar.

An odd assortment of other
school relics are scattered amid the
trash and debris throughout the
abandoned classrooms, including a
CPR dummy's head with its plastic
windpipe hanging out, 25-year-old
algebra textbooks moldly from wa-
ter damage and half of a broken
globe.

House recognized those algebra
books as the ones his high school
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Gambling addicts' oddsBass Pro Shop tackles grand opening in
of getting help are lo |

They are two of the faces of gam-
bling addiction in Oklahoma.

With horse race wagering, more
than 80 tribal casinos, the new lot-
tery and pending electronic gambling
at race tracks, their numbers are
growing, and Oklahoma has little to
offer them in the way of help.

For many, the trip to desperation
takes a matter of weeks, or less.

aWe're talking about people that
walked into a place once to gamble
and it absolutely engulfed them,°
says Michael Smith, executive direc-
tor of the Oklahoma Association for
Problem and Compulsive Gambling

Oklahoma provides
only $20,000 per month
from gambling proceeds
for addiction assistance.

By MaRIEPRICE
World Capitol Bureau

OKLAHOMA CITY B He is an
executive who gambled away $1 mil-
lion playing cards and lost his fami-
ly. She is a young woman who
turned to casinos to escape the grief
of her father's death and ended up
in prison for embezzling from her
government employer.
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reach city editor Wayne Greene at:

e news@tulsaworld.com

Bass Pro Shops' 130,000-square-foot store will have its grand opening Thursday.
Located at the Broken Arrow Expressway and EIm Place (161st East Avenue), the
store is Bass Pro's 28th store in the nation.

p 581-8326

By Rop WALTON
World Staff Writer

bluster.

intriguing.

other liars.®
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BROKEN ARROW B Some entry
signs gain customers by flattery, some
by promise. Other stores boast and

Travel down the hillside to the en-
try of Bass Pro Shops' new Outdoor
World at Elm Place and the Broken
Arrow Expressway and you'll get a
different kind of greeting. Not exactly
flattering, but earthy, funny and pretty

aWelcome fishermen, hunters and

That memorable front-door greeting
beckons all of those types and others

who come to Bass Pro Shops' new lo-
cation in Broken Arrow. Inside the
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