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Democrats block new Patriot Act
E Senate Democrats say the
security powers are a threat
to constitutional liberties.

BY DAVID ESPO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON Ð In a stinging de-
feat for President Bush, Senate Demo-
crats blocked passage Friday of a new
Patriot Act to combat terrorism at
home, depicting the measure a  s a
threat to the constitutional liberties of
innocent Americans.

Republicans spurned calls for a
short-term measure to prevent the
year-end expiration of law enforce-
ment powers first enacted in the anx-

ious days after Sept. 11, 2001.
ªThe president will not sign such

an extension,º said Senate Majority
Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., and law-
makers on each side of the issue
blamed the other for congressional
gridlock on the issue.

The Senate voted 52-47 to advance
a House-passed bill to a final vote,
eight short of the 60 needed to over-
come the filibuster backed by nearly
all Senate Democrats and a handful of
the 55 Republicans.

ªWe can come together to give the
government the tools it needs to fight
terrorism and protect the rights and
freedoms of innocent citizens,º said
Sen. Russell Feingold, D-Wis., arguing
that provisions permitting government

access to confidential personal data
lacked safeguards to protect the inno-
cent.

ªWe need to be more vigilant,º
agreed Sen. John Sununu, a Republi-
can from New Hampshire, where the
state motto is ªLive Free or Die.º He
quoted Benjamin Franklin: ªThose
that would give up essential liberty in
pursuit of a little temporary security
deserve neither liberty nor security.º

But Frist likened the bill's oppo-
nents to those who ªhave called for a
retreat and defeat strategy in Iraq.
That's the wrong strategy in Iraq. It is
the wrong strategy here at home.º

Sen. John Kyl, R-Ariz., said, ªIf 90-
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Californians have big stake in downtown Tulsa
E The investors' recent
acquisitions bring their
ownership to more than
20 percent of downtown
building space.

BY ROBERTEVATT
World Staff Writer

Two California investors who pur-
chased five buildings in downtown
Tulsa earlier this year have added or
are in the process of adding 10 more
to their portfolio.

Maurice Kanbar and Henry Kauf-
man paid $61.5 million for 1.4 million
square feet of space within the 10
buildings in recent months, said Ray
Feldman, a Tulsa lawyer who repre-
sents the two men.

Last summer, they acquired 293,000
square feet of downtown space for
$9.4 million.

The combined purchases total $70.9

million and bump the men's stake in
downtown Tulsa to nearly 1.7 million
square feet Ð more than 20 percent
of the total 8.1 million square feet of
building space downtown, said Paul
Williams of CB Richard Ellis Oklaho-
ma.

The new acquisitions include the
41-story, 624,000-square-foot First
Place Tower at 15 E. Fifth St. and the
32-story, 287,000-square-foot Bank of
America Center at 15 W. Sixth St.,
Feldman said.

They are also under contract to
purchase the 14-story, 118,000-square-
foot Petroleum Club Building at 601
S. Boulder Ave.

Jim Norton, president of Downtown
Tulsa Unlimited, said Kanbar and
Kaufman plan to spend an undis-
closed amount of money to renovate
the buildings in an effort to bring
round-the-clock commerce and enter-
tainment to the area.

ªIt's a very positive sign that we
have outside investors coming in and

buying all these buildings,º Norton
said. ªIt's a good opportunity to have
someone with an outside perspective
come in and develop a comprehen-
sive strategy for moving forward.º

Norton said Kanbar and Kaufman
are hoping to purchase even more
downtown buildings.

Tulsa Metro Chamber President
Jay Clemens said the purchases are
part of a trend toward out-of-state in-
vestment in Tulsa.

ªThere continues to be a significant
interest in real estate investment in
our community,º he said in a state-
ment. ªThis investment and the quan-
tity in properties is a very strong sig-
nal that investors recognize the
potential of Vision 2025 projects and
is really spurring interest.

ªThis is a great example of people
wanting to see Tulsa move forward.º

Tax stamps for First Place Tower
indicate a sale price of more than $38
million. Tulsa County has assessed
the market value of First Place at just

$8.14 million.
Tulsa County records show that

Kanbar and Kaufman paid about
$14.4 million for the Bank of America
Center, though the property has a
market value of $9.2 million.

The McBirney and Cordell build-
ings at 417 and 419 S. Main St., re-
spectively, each with three stories
and 6,000 square feet, as well as the
Enterprise Building, 522 S. Boston
Ave, which has nine stories and
130,000 square feet, were jointly pur-
chased for about $1 million.

The six-story, 80,000-square-foot
Avanti Building at 810 S. Cincinnati
Ave. was sold to the Californians for
$2.4 million, said Doug Bauer of
Bauer & Associates, the firm that
handled the transaction.

One Main Plaza and Two Main Pla-
za, each three-story, 32,000-square-
foot buildings at 610 and 616 S. Main
St., respectively, sold for a combined
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Tribes unite
against
tobacco
pact woes
BY S.E. RUCKMAN
World Staff Writer

SAPULPA Ð A unified tribal voice
spoke out Friday during a historic
summit, claiming that Indians have
been wrongfully blamed for poor to-
bacco negotiations and resulting prob-
lems with the state of Oklahoma.

About 26 tribal legislators from the
Osage, Muscogee Creek and Chero-
kee nations met to draft an agreement
that leaders hope will solidify their
newfound unity. Representatives from
the Tonkawa and Absentee Shawnee
were also present.

Seventy-five tribal legislators, whole-
salers, officials and smoke shop own-
ers got a chance to voice their dissat-
isfaction with inter-governmental
tobacco compact agreements.

As a result of the summit, Osage,
Creek and Cherokee tribal legislators
will carry a resolution back to their
respective councils for consideration,
officials said.

The joint resolution calls for earnest
government-to-government relation-
ships with each other to reach an
agreement with the state that ac-
knowledges their tribal sovereignty.

It also calls for the three tribal leg-
islatures to protect their smoke shop
industry within its historical context.

Although the resolution is not bind-
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Official: Bush approved
spying program in U.S.
BY KATHERINESHRADER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON Ð President Bush
has personally authorized a secretive
eavesdropping program in the United
States more than three dozen times
since October 2001, a senior intelli-
gence official said Friday night.

The disclosure follows angry de-
mands by lawmakers earlier in the

day for a congressional inquiry into
whether the monitoring by the highly
secretive National Security Agency vi-
olated civil liberties.

ªThere is no doubt that this is inap-
propriate,º declared Republican Sen.
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee. He promised hearings early next
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Fifth-graders get high-tech gifts
E They receive their own
home computers in a
donation from QuikTrip.

BY ANDREAEGER
World Staff Writer

Only a few minutes had passed
since Christian Jackson Meeks and
her 89 fifth-grade classmates at KIPP
Tulsa College Preparatory had
learned that they would all be receiv-
ing a free home computer.

Then it occurred to her what she
might be able to do with that com-
puter, besides the hours of home-
work she has to do every night.

ªI'm gonna be able to e-mail my
dad from home now,º she said, ex-
plaining that her father, Alex Meeks,
had recently left for his second tour
in Iraq with the U.S. Army.

Christian said she has had to use
her grandmother's computer for Inter-
net access and to do assignments and
reports for school because her fami-
ly's home computer isn't working.

The convenience and luxury of a
home computer for every KIPP stu-
dent was made possible through a
donation of unused computers by the
QuikTrip Corp. and refurbishment
and software installation by the Sun-
rise Rotary Club of Tulsa.

School officials surprised the stu-
dents and their parents after KIPP
Tulsa's Winter Extravaganza program
on Friday afternoon.

After a music teacher led students
through a host of songs and a few
student achievement awards were
handed out, Principal Millard House
announced that there would b  e a
drawing for a special prize.

Teachers distributed golden tickets
with a number concealed inside to ev-
ery student, and House unveiled the
prize from behind the stage curtain: a
home computer.

ªI'm going to tell you a number

and whoever has that number should
hold their ticket up and wave it
around like this,º House said, demon-
strating by waving his hand above his
head as students giggled in anticipa-
tion.

He gave them a hint that the num-

ber was the year they would all be
going to college.

They knew it by heart.
ª2013!º the kids yelled, ripping

open their tickets to find they all had
the winning number.

Next, pandemonium.

All 90 students seemed to leap a
foot and a half off the gym floor in
unison, some crying, all screaming.

The few hundred parents and fami-
ly members in the back quickly
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Autopsy:
Woman's
death a
homicide
BY NICOLEMARSHALL
World Staff Writer

An autopsy on the exhumed re-
mains of a woman whom a former
newspaper carrier claims to have
killed revealed that she died from as-
phyxia due to strangulation and
drowning.

The Medical Examiner's Office re-
leased its findings Friday, one day af-
ter Geraldine Lawhorn's body was ex-
humed from the Fairview Cemetery in
Vinita.

Lawhorn's death was determined to
be a homicide, according to Randy
Saffell, a spokesman for the state
Medical Examiner's Office.
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KIPP students Shante Johnson (left) and Miriam Fields leap into the air after they and their classmates learned they were
all getting home computers.
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Royal treatment
The newÒKing KongÓmovie is a campy,

stylish,technically astounding grand
adventure.

Taylor-made win
East Central junior Corey Taylor
helps the Cardinals edgeBixby

in the 5A statetitle game.
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